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Postcard from Morocco 

OPERA IN ONE ACT 

Music by Dominick Argento 
Libretto by John Donahue 

This production has been made possible through a generous gift from David G. Broadhurst. 

Additional funding provided by donors to the Opera Production Fund and by members of 
Continue ?, the Opera Divisions annual giving program. 

Conductor - Leslie Dala 
Director - Michael Cavanagh* 

Production Designer - Fred Perruzza 
Costume Designer - Lisa Magill 
Assistant Conductor - Rafael Luz 
Assistant Director & Choreographer - Anna Theodosakis 
Rehearsal pianists - Susan Black, David Eliakis, Andrea Grant, Hyejin Kwon 
Diction Coach - Jason Nedecky 
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Victoria Marshall 
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Caitlin McCaughey 
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Director’s Note 


Postcard from Morocco is a wonderful distortion of reality, a series of 
abstractions that becomes a personalized experience for each member of the 
audience. There’s no way we can apply a logical narrative to what happens, 
nor should we try. Instead, we invite you to let it wash all over you and make 
of it what you will. It’s an easy task. An audience connects easily to this piece 
because of the innate human tendency to wonder about other people’s stories. 
We’ve all spent time in airports, subway stations, food courts and other public 
spaces watching people walk by and thinking, “I wonder what their story is? 
What’s going on in that conversation? What’s that person’s deep, dark secret?” 
It’s so much easier, and more fun, than asking the same questions about 
ourselves. 

Musically, dramaturgically, and thematically, this opera is a kaleidoscope. 
There’s a fantastically complicated array of colour, shape, and sound, out of 
which emerges a series of patterns. That matches how we as human beings try 
to make sense of our world; we want to find patterns in nature and society. We 
like control. We want to impose a semblance of order on what appears to be a 
chaotic mess all around us. 

The story, such as it is, deals with the characters’ secret selves and their desire 
to exert control over others. The central narrative, though, is that of a journey. As 
usual with these things, this journey represents nothing less than life itself. It’s 
an obvious metaphor but a good one. We are all captains of our own, personal 
“ships of self”. Who will we share our voyage with? What is our cargo and how 
much do we need? How can we find the courage to finally set sail? And where 
are we going, anyway? No opera can answer these questions for you, nor should 
it try. Posing them in an entertaining, illuminating way, on the other hand, is a 
worthy goal indeed. 

- Michael Cavanagh 


Strobe light and fog will be used in the production 

*By permission of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association 

Surtitles ™ first developed and introduced worldwide by the Canadian Opera Company in 1983. 
This performance features Surtitles ™ written by Gunta Dreifelds and executed by John Sharpe. 

The Opera Division would like to thank Cineplex Entertainment LP for their 
promotional support of UofT Opera at their The Met: Live in HD program. 
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*By permission of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association 


Remembering Elsie Sawchuk 

It seems appropriate for the Faculty of Music to honour Elsie Sawchuk as 
we perform Postcard from Morocco , for no one imagined and realized exotic 
operatic locales better than Elsie. 

Gifted with an impressive mezzo soprano voice, Elsie was a graduate of 
the “Opera School” in its early days and upon graduation sang with CBC 
Opera and the Canadian Opera Company both on tour and during their 
annual Toronto season. 

Elsie was a great raconteuse and her exciting reminiscence of replacing 
an ailing Mignon Dunn as Klytemnestra in Elektra , with virtually no 
rehearsal, could itself have become fodder for an opera. 

Originally trained as a commercial artist, Elsie drew upon that experience 
when she made the transition from singer to designer. For U of T Opera, 
her costume and scenic designs included Cost fan tutte , 7 he Crucible , 
LElisir d’amore , La Perichole , The Mines of Sulphur , Gianni Schicchi and Les 
Dialogues des Carmelites. Her brilliant, satirical designs for Offenbachs 
Orpheus in the Underworld and Gilbert and Sullivan’s Patience thrilled our 
audiences and put our box office under siege. It is small wonder that she 
had such a theatrical gift for comedy for it was an extension of her own 
abundant personality and acerbic wit. 

The public only saw her finished, polished work but my happiest memories 
are of sitting in Elsie’s warm and welcoming kitchen on Gloucester Street. 
After discussing whatever project was at hand, she would reach for her 
sketchbook and charcoal pencil and, like all great magicians, she created 
the illusion before my very eyes. 

Michael Patrick Albano 

Photographs and Design sketches reflecting Ms Sawchuks work with the 
University of Toronto are on display in the lobby 
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For information on giving opportunities at the Faculty of Music please contact 
Bruce Blandford at 416-946-3145. 


Thank you for your support! 

The Faculty of Music gratefully acknowledges the generosity of the individuals, foundations, associations and 
corporations who gave annual gifts of $1,000 or more between September 1,2013 and February 1,2015, 
in support of our students and programs. Thank you for the part you are playing in advancing 
the cause of music education in Canada. 
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